We describe a new species of salamander in the genus Batrachuperus from Tsinling Mts. in western China. The new species is morphologically most similar to B. longdongensis. but differentiated by the absence of horny covers on palms and tarsa. It represents the most northeastern distribution and the lowest elevation of the genus.
Introduction
The salamander genus Batrachuperus Boulenger. 1878 contains seven species (Frost. 1985) . Three species occur on the western side of the Tibet Plateau (Iran and Afghanistan). The remaining four species are found on the eastern side of the Tibet Plateau in China. During the tieldwork in 1986 and 1999. we collected specimens of Batrachuperus from Zhouzhi.
China. This collection marks the most northeastern distribution of the genus. The specimens are different from all other described species (Fei et al., 1990) . and we describe them as a new species.
Batrachuperus taibaiensis new species ( Fig. 1 Paratypes: Allotype. NIEA 860116, an adult female, collected from the same locality at the same time as the holotype. Other paratypes include NIEA 860114-5, 860117-9, 860121, 860126-7, 860129-139 and MVZ 230964-65, 230979-86 Description: Batrachuperus taibaiensis is a large (adults males over 217 mm maximum SL), stout species. Head moderately depressed, its length from snout to gular fold longer than its width; snout short and round. Labial fold well developed, often partially covers the lower jar. Angle of jaw just behind the posterior corner of eye. Both maxilla and mandible with tiny teeth. Tongue elliptical, without free end. Vermine teeth four, arranged in "I \" shape. Body stout. Male body length slightly longer than tail length and female body and tail length about the same. Costal grooves 11. Limbs relatively short but strong; when adpressed, tips of digits do not overlap and are always separated by 1-3 costal folds in adults, but contacted in juveniles. Separation is greater in males. Fingers four, 3-2-4-1 in order of length. Toes four, 3-2-4-1 in order of length. Most individuals without palmar and tarsal tubercles. No horny cover pinchonii.
